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Shakespeare in American Communities is a national theater initiative that
introduces middle and high school students to the power of live theater
and the masterpieces of William Shakespeare through performances by
selected professional theater companies, and the distribution of free,
multimedia educational resource kits. Shakespeare in American
Communities is a program of the National Endowment for the Arts in
partnership with Arts Midwest.

The National Endowment for the Arts was established by Congress in
1965 as an independent agency of the federal government. To date, the
NEA has awarded more than $4 billion to support artistic excellence,
creativity, and innovation for the benefit of individuals and communities.
The NEA extends its work through partnerships with state arts agencies,
local leaders, other federal agencies, and the philanthropic sector. For
more information, visit arts.gov.

Arts Midwest promotes creativity, nurtures cultural leadership, and
engages people in meaningful arts experiences, bringing vitality to
Midwest communities and enriching people’ lives. Based in Minneapolis,
Arts Midwest connects the arts to audiences throughout the nine-state
region of Illinois, Indiana, lowa, Michigan, Minnesota, North Dakota,
Ohio, South Dakota, and Wisconsin. For more information, visit
artsmidwest.org.

Unless otherwise indicated, all images are from the Folger Shakespeare Library,
Washington, DC, home to the world’s largest Shakespeare collection. To learn
more, visit www.folger.edu.
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INTRODUCTION: TO THE TEACHER

special classroom materials for Shakespeare in American Communities.

We believe that these print, audio, and video resources will greatly
enrich the education of your students. Whether listening to James Earl Jones
bring Shakespeare’s poetry to life on our CD or using our lesson plans to rewrite
one of the Bard’s famous monologues in their own words, your students will
find ample opportunities to expand their knowledge, creativity, and command
of language.

T he National Endowment for the Arts is proud to provide you with these

Shakespeare in American Communities is one of the most ambitious projects in
the history of the National Endowment for the Arts. But this project cannot
succeed without your support and involvement. What happens in your
classroom is just as important as what happens on the stage.

One great teacher can change a students life. At the Arts Endowment, our
great hope is to help dedicated teachers like you accomplish this magic.
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