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Shakespeare in American Communities is a national theater initiative that 
introduces middle and high school students to the power of live theater 
and the masterpieces of William Shakespeare through performances by 
selected professional theater companies, and the distribution of free, 
multimedia educational resource kits. Shakespeare in American 
Communities is a program of the National Endowment for the Arts in 
partnership with Arts Midwest. 

The National Endowment for the Arts was established by Congress in 
1965 as an independent agency of the federal government. To date, the 
NEA has awarded more than $4 billion to support artistic excellence, 
creativity, and innovation for the benefit of individuals and communities. 
The NEA extends its work through partnerships with state arts agencies, 
local leaders, other federal agencies, and the philanthropic sector. For 
more information, visit arts.gov. 

Arts Midwest promotes creativity, nurtures cultural leadership, and 
engages people in meaningful arts experiences, bringing vitality to 
Midwest communities and enriching people's lives. Based in Minneapolis, 
Arts Midwest connects the arts to audiences throughout the nine-state 
region of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, North Dakota, 
Ohio, South Dakota, and Wisconsin. For more information, visit 
artsmidwest. org. 

Unless otherwise indicated, all images are from the Folger Shakespeare Library, 
Washington, DC, home to the world's largest Shakespeare collection. To learn 
more, visit www.folger.edu. 
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INTRODUCTION: TO THE TEACHER 

The National Endowment for the Arts is proud to provide you with these 
special classroom materials for Shakespeare in American Communities. 
We believe that these print, audio, and video resources will greatly 

enrich the education of your students. Whether listening to james Earl jones 
bring Shakespeare's poetry to life on our CD or using our lesson plans to rewrite 
one of the Bard's famous monologues in their own words, your students will 
find ample opportunities to expand their knowledge, creativity, and command 
of language. 

Shakespeare in American Communities is the largest tour of Shakespeare in our 
nation's history. Since September, the initiative has engaged 85 theater 
companies to bring new Shakespeare productions and special in-school 
programs to more than 2,800 communities as well as military bases across all 
50 states. The National Endowment for the Arts created this program in 
conjunction with Arts Midwest to revive Americas rich history of theatrical 
touring and bring great theater to a new generation of American students. 

Shakespeare in American Communities is one of the most ambitious projects in 
the history of the National Endowment for the Arts. But this project cannot 
succeed without your support and involvement. What happens in your 
classroom is just as important as what happens on the stage. 

One great teacher can change a student's life. At the Arts Endowment, our 
great hope is to help dedicated teachers like you accomplish this magic. 
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THE ELIZABETHAN AGE 

Shakespeare lived during a remarkable 
period of English history, a time of 
relative political stability that followed 

and preceded eras of extensive upheaval. 
Elizabeth I became the Queen of England in 
1558, six years before Shakespeare's birth. 
During her 45-year reign, London became a 
cultural and commercial center where 
learning and literature thrived. 

When Queen Elizabeth ascended to 
the throne, there were violent clashes 
throughout Europe between Protestant 
and Catholic leaders and their followers. 
Though Elizabeth honored many of the 
Protestant edicts of her late father, King 
Henry VIII, she made significant 
concessions to Catholic sympathizers, 
which kept them from attempting rebellion. 
But when compromise was not possible, 
she was an exacting and determined leader 
who did not shy away from conflict. With 
the naval defeat of the Spanish Armada in 
1588, England was firmly established as a 
leading military and commercial power in 
the Western world. Elizabeth supported 
and later knighted Sir Francis Drake, the 
first sailor to circumnavigate the globe. She 
also funded Sir Walter Raleigh's exploration 
of the New World, which brought new 
wealth to her country in the form of 
tobacco and gold from Latin America. 

Queen Elizabeth also recognized the 
importance of the arts to the life and legacy 
of her nation. She was fond of the theater, 
and many of England's greatest playwrights 
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were active during her reign, including 
Christopher Marlowe, Ben] onson, and 
William Shakespeare. With her permission, 
professional theaters were built in England 
for the first time, attracting 15,000 theater-

British Peerage and Nobility 

The system of British Peerage in Shakespeare's time 

(which still exists - although altered - in modern­

day Great Britain) determined one's position in society. 

Many of Shakespeare's characters carried titles 

that - in the Bard's time - would have immediately 

told audience members a lot about that person's rank, 

importance, and authority over his peers. Today's 

audiences will be less familiar with the British Peerage 

and Nobility, so here's a quick primer: 

Duke: The highest rank in British Peerage; from the 

Latin dux, meaning leader. The female counterpart to a 

Duke is a Duchess. 

Marquess: Second-highest rank, from the French 

marquis, meaning march. The female counterpart is 

the Marchioness. 

Earl: This title comes from an old English term that 

referred to a military leader, and the rank corresponds 

to a Count in continental Europe. The female 

counterpart of an Earl is the Countess. 

Viscount: A Latin-derived word that translates to 

vice-count. 

Baron: The lowest rank of British Peer; someone who 

holds land directly from the King or Queen. 


